
There has never been a 
golden time…

Le chemin de l’enfer est 
pavé de bonnes intentions



Perfect storm

• Too ‘hard’
• Native speakers
• STEM
• Progress 8 vs. Ebacc
• Teacher supply and CPD
• Brexit
• ‘English can’t do languages’
• ‘Class’ issue 



A level – before and after

• Key changes between old and new A levels in MFL



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-47334374





‘Too hard’ = 3 in 1

1. Grading more severe than other subjects
2. % of A* 
3. Unpredictable marking

•Shopping for UCAS
•Results online / League tables 



Native speakers

• Skew results  at A level / GCSE / KS2 

• ‘Dislike’ of native speakers by some markers (usually 
native markers) 
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Language trends survey 

• https://www.britishcouncil.org/research-policy-insight/research-
reports/language-trends-2019





https://www.theguardian.com/education/2019/may/11/modern-language-teaching-under-threat-from-tough-exams

As a result, languages at GCSE are increasingly becoming 
elite subjects, said Suzanne Graham, a professor of language 
and education at Reading University. 
“GCSE modern foreign language entries tend to be highest in 
independent, selective schools and converter academies, 
and lowest in schools in more challenging economic 
circumstances and those with lower levels of attainment 
overall,” she said.
“Low uptake of languages is especially acute among those 
from more economically disadvantaged backgrounds or 
those with special educational needs.”



https://www.theguardian.com/edu
cation/2019/may/11/modern-
language-teaching-under-threat-
from-tough-exams



A level – before and after

Return to the A level of former years…

•Canonical texts – not ‘one question fits all’

•Either:  film + book or book + book



A level – before and after
Original A levels 
• Business letter
• Creative writing
• ‘Region of the country’ .

Last A level – highly personal reaction
• Book / film / architect / sculptor / poet / etc
• ALL books / films etc.









AQA A level - current 





AQA A level – current 



A level – if you don’t like ‘literature’
Original A levels 
• Business letter
• Creative writing
• ‘Region of the country’

Last A level – highly personal reaction
• Book / film / architect / sculptor / poet / etc.









• https://www.all-languages.org.uk/news/all-comments-on-a-level-
results-2019/

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-47334374
• https://www.gov.uk/government/news/response-to-guardian-story-

about-language-learning-in-schools
• http://all-literature.wikidot.com/
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